- )3(/4%& )&')- 55)" $()
| "898 ' (,6)

April is volunteer appreciation month at Families Forward,
and specifically the week of April 13-19 across the nation.
Recently | attended a meeting in which Karen Baker, the
new Secretary of Service and Volunteering of California
was leading a discussion concerning the issues of
volunteering in the state of California. By creating this
new FirstbBin-the-Nation Cabinet position, Governor
Schwarzenegger has taken major action to elevate the role
of volunteerism in our state. She shared how very
impressed the Governor was with the spirit and impact of
volunteers assisting in the fight against the fall wild fires.
A week later, thousands more showed up to clean up an oil
spill in the San Francisco Bay.

As| sat and listened, | thought Bthe Governor should meet
our Families Forward volunteers! He should witness their
care and concern! We at Families Forward know the value
and importance of our volunteers and the significant work
they do each day, week, month and year. Whether it is the
person playing a game with one of our children, or bread
being picked up at a store, putting sheets on a bed, bagging
food in the warehouse, talking to someone distressed and
discouraged over the phone B each and every action is an
expression of care. Together they are a mighty force of
help and hope. By his action of appointing this new
position in his cabinet, the governor wishes to raise the
profile of volunteers. Here at Families Forward, we Qaise
upOthe value and importance of each of our volunteers
who give so much of their time and selves in serving
others.

So thank you to ALL of you — You are greatly
appreciated — We applaud you all!
The Governor does too!!

The Spirit of Volunteerism Award goes to ... :
Daryl Kress & Donna Fischer! |

Congratulations to Daryl & Donna for their dedication and |
| commitment over the many years as office volunteers. Daryl |
- began volunteering in 2001 and soon after brought along her
| friend Donna. We commend them for their commitment, |
i compassion and service! Enjoy your luncheon April 17!

April 30 - Cookie Lee Supports Families Forward
with a Jewelry Fund-raising Party and Food Drive. 100% of all
the proceeds will go to Families Forward! Plan on attending
this fun event, 4pm-8pm. Details to follow!
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We greatly appreciate the many hats you wear!

Master painter, handy-man, food pick-up driver,
warehouse volunteer & CBantaQ

A Big Thanks Ted for ALL you do!!!!

~Inspiration~
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: There is nothing stronger than the
! heart of a volunteer.

: With it beats the spirit of service,
i generosity and compassion...

: and the health and well-being of

I our community, our country

: and our world.

L

~ Kobi Yamada ~
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April 25 — Volunteer Appreciation

Luncheon - 12 noon to 2pm
All Families Forward Volunteers are invited to this
special event! Invitations will soon be released with

May 4 - Art, Food & Wine — Sponsored by
Lucca Café!! 4:30pm-7:30pm

Enjoy an exhibition of original art and extraordinary

Mediterranean cuisine and fine wine. Proceeds benefit

Families Forward. $125/person. RSVP by 4/25 to

Adreann at 949-552-2727. A Very Unique Event!!




